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UM INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH
BEGINS STUDY FOR TRANSPORTATION OF BUTTE’S ELDERLY
MISSOULA-The University of Montana Institute for Social Science Research is exploring the
possibilities of private, cooperative auto transportation for Butte's senior citizens
traveling within the Mining City.
Dr. Raymond L. Gold, director of the Institute for Social Science Research, is pro
ject director for the study, and Arnold S. Brown, a UM instructor of sociology and social
welfare, is principal investigator.
The year-long study, which began July 1, will combine research with action in seek
ing solutions to the elderly's problems in mobility and community contact.
Funded by the Administration on Aging, the project will involve study of the feasibi
lity of organizing a private auto cooperative between Butte's senior citizens as well as
any other possibilities, Dr. Gold said.
According to Dr. Gold, Butte has the largest ratio
other of Montana's larger cities.

of elderly people compared to any

Project investigators are to develop a model solution

to the elderly's mobility problem that can be applied throughout the nation.
A similar research study has begun in Raleigh, N.C., and the UM institute is in liason
with project directors there, Dr. Gold said.
Things to be considered before any type of cooperative program is activated, Brown
said, include locations where Butte’s senior citizens live, their average income, type of
transportation needed, and the transportation objectives.
Brown said he has discussed transportation needs extensively with Butte’s Senior Ci
tizen Council.
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